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A Harrowing Journey into the Depths of Darkness

Jane Yolen's 'The Devil Arithmetic' is a haunting and thought-provoking
novel that offers a firsthand glimpse into the horrors of the Holocaust.
Through the eyes of twelve-year-old Hannah Stern, readers embark on a
harrowing journey that uncovers the unimaginable depths of human cruelty
while simultaneously illuminating the indomitable spirit of resilience and
hope.

The Unraveling of Identity in the Face of Atrocity

Hannah, a young Jewish girl living in New York City in 1942, finds herself
thrust into a terrifying world of unthinkable suffering when she is
transported back in time to Nazi-occupied Poland. As she witnesses the
horrors inflicted upon her ancestors, Hannah grapples with the complex
questions of her own Jewish identity and the fragile nature of human
existence.

The Devil's Arithmetic: A Trial of Courage and Conviction

Confronted with the insidious horrors of the Holocaust, Hannah is forced to
confront her own fears and prejudices. Through her experiences in the
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concentration camp, she learns the true meaning of courage and
compassion, discovering the strength to stand up against injustice and
hatred.

A Window into History, A Mirror for the Present

'The Devil Arithmetic' is not merely a historical account; it is a powerful and
timely reminder of the dangers of intolerance and the importance of
standing up for what is right. Yolen's masterful storytelling transports
readers into the heart of the Holocaust, allowing them to witness the
horrors firsthand and to reflect on the profound lessons it holds for our own
time.

Themes that Resonate Across Time

Throughout the novel, Yolen explores a multitude of themes that transcend
the boundaries of time and specific experiences. The search for identity, the
power of courage, the fragility of memory, and the enduring legacy of
trauma are all woven intricately into the narrative, resonating deeply with
readers of all ages.

A Masterful Exploration of a Devastating Historical Event

Jane Yolen has crafted a literary masterpiece with 'The Devil Arithmetic.'
Her ability to combine historical accuracy with a compelling and emotionally
resonant story is truly remarkable. This novel is essential reading for
anyone seeking to understand the horrors of the Holocaust and its lasting
impact on our world.

Unforgettable Characters and a Haunting Legacy



Hannah Stern is a deeply relatable and unforgettable protagonist. Her
journey of self-discovery and resilience is both heartbreaking and inspiring.
The supporting characters, including Hannah's family and the victims and
perpetrators of the Holocaust, are equally well-developed and memorable.

Puffin Modern Classics: A Seal of Quality

'The Devil Arithmetic' is part of the esteemed Puffin Modern Classics
series, a collection of beloved and enduring works of literature for young
readers. This edition of the novel features a striking cover design and an
informative afterword by the author, providing additional context and
insights.

: A Must-Read for Readers of All Ages

Jane Yolen's 'The Devil Arithmetic' is a powerful and unforgettable novel
that deserves a place on every bookshelf. Its unflinching portrayal of the
Holocaust, its exploration of timeless themes, and its unforgettable
characters make it an essential read for readers of all ages. Whether
encountered for the first time or revisited, this novel is guaranteed to leave
a profound and lasting impact.
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