
Three Extraordinary Men: World Poised For
War And The Greatest Tennis Match Ever

A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a World
Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis Match Ever
Played by Marshall Jon Fisher

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1688 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 346 pages

In the summer of 1939, as the world stood on the brink of war, three
extraordinary men played the greatest tennis match ever. Fred Perry, the
Wimbledon champion, faced off against Don Budge, the American who had
won the four Grand Slams in a single year. The match was played on the
grass courts of Wimbledon and lasted for over four hours. In the end,
Budge won, but it was Perry who emerged as the hero.

Perry was a British player who had won Wimbledon three times in a row
from 1934 to 1936. He was known for his aggressive style of play and his
powerful serve. Budge was an American player who had won the four
Grand Slams in 1938. He was known for his all-court game and his ability
to hit winners from any position.
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The match between Perry and Budge was played on July 1, 1939. The
weather was hot and sunny, and the crowd was packed. The match was
close throughout, with both players trading breaks of serve. In the end,
Budge won 6-4, 6-3, 6-2.

The match between Perry and Budge was more than just a tennis match. It
was a symbol of the world on the eve of war. The two players represented
their respective countries, and the match was seen as a test of strength
between the two nations. In the end, it was Budge who emerged victorious,
but it was Perry who won the hearts of the crowd.

The story of the match between Perry and Budge is told in the book "Three
Extraordinary Men" by John Feinstein. The book is a fascinating account of
the match and the three men who played it. Feinstein tells the story with
great detail and insight, and he brings the characters to life.

"Three Extraordinary Men" is a must-read for any fan of tennis or history. It
is a story of courage, determination, and sportsmanship. It is a story that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Fred Perry

Fred Perry was born in Stockport, England, in 1909. He began playing
tennis at a young age and quickly showed a natural talent for the game. In
1934, he won his first Wimbledon title, and he went on to win the
tournament three more times in a row. Perry was also a member of the
British Davis Cup team that won the trophy in 1933 and 1934.

Perry was known for his aggressive style of play and his powerful serve. He
was also a very good all-court player, and he was able to hit winners from



any position. Perry was one of the most successful tennis players of his
era, and he is still considered one of the greatest British players of all time.

Perry retired from tennis in 1939, and he went on to have a successful
career in business. He died in 1995.

Don Budge

Don Budge was born in Oakland, California, in 1915. He began playing
tennis at a young age, and he quickly showed a natural talent for the game.
In 1938, he became the first player to win all four Grand Slams in a single
year. Budge was also a member of the American Davis Cup team that won
the trophy in 1937 and 1938.

Budge was known for his all-court game and his ability to hit winners from
any position. He was also a very good server, and he was able to hit aces
with regularity. Budge was one of the most successful tennis players of his
era, and he is still considered one of the greatest American players of all
time.

Budge retired from tennis in 1942, and he went on to have a successful
career in business. He died in 2000.

The Match

The match between Perry and Budge was played on July 1, 1939, on the
grass courts of Wimbledon. The weather was hot and sunny, and the crowd
was packed. The match was close throughout, with both players trading
breaks of serve. In the end, Budge won 6-4, 6-3, 6-2.



The match between Perry and Budge was more than just a tennis match. It
was a symbol of the world on the eve of war. The two players represented
their respective countries, and the match was seen as a test of strength
between the two nations. In the end, it was Budge who emerged victorious,
but it was Perry who won the hearts of the crowd.

The Legacy

The match between Perry and Budge is still considered one of the greatest
tennis matches ever played. It was a match that had everything: drama,
excitement, and suspense. The match is also remembered for the
sportsmanship of the two players. Perry and Budge were both gracious in
defeat and victory, and they set an example for all tennis players.

The match between Perry and Budge is a reminder of the power of sport.
Sport can bring people together and can help to build bridges between
different cultures. The match is also a reminder of the importance of
sportsmanship and fair play. Perry and Budge were both great champions,
and they played the game with integrity and respect.

The match between Perry and Budge is a story that will continue to be told
for generations to come. It is a story of courage, determination, and
sportsmanship. It is a story that will inspire people all over the world.
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