
The Incredible Story of Henry Bergh: Founder
of the ASPCA and Friend to Animals
In the annals of history, the name Henry Bergh stands as a towering figure
in the fight against animal cruelty and the champion of animal rights. As the
founder of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA),Bergh's relentless advocacy for the voiceless and suffering
animals of New York City transformed the city's landscape and sparked a
nationwide movement for animal welfare.
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Born into a wealthy and influential family in 1813, Henry Bergh's privileged
upbringing could have led him down a path of comfort and ease. However,
his compassionate heart and innate sensitivity to the plight of animals set
him on a different course, one that would forever change the lives of
countless creatures.
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Bergh's early life was marked by a deep love for animals, particularly
horses. He witnessed firsthand the appalling treatment of horses working in
the streets of New York City, with overworked and undernourished animals
suffering in silence. Moved by their plight, Bergh became determined to
fight for their protection.

In 1866, Bergh founded the ASPCA, the first organization in the United
States dedicated to preventing cruelty to animals. Armed with a small staff
and limited resources, Bergh embarked on a tireless crusade, patrolling the
streets and intervening whenever he witnessed acts of animal abuse.

The ASPCA quickly gained momentum, attracting support from influential
figures in New York society. Bergh's charismatic speeches and unwavering
determination galvanised the public, raising awareness about the
widespread abuse and neglect faced by animals.

Under Bergh's leadership, the ASPCA established animal shelters,
provided veterinary care, and launched educational campaigns to promote
responsible pet ownership and prevent animal suffering. Bergh's efforts led
to the passage of numerous laws protecting animals, including the
groundbreaking "Bergh Act" of 1867, which made it a crime to mistreat
animals in New York State.

Henry Bergh's legacy extends far beyond his lifetime. The ASPCA, which
he founded, continues to be a leading force in animal welfare, operating in
all 50 states and providing vital services to countless animals in need.

Bergh's pioneering efforts paved the way for the establishment of
numerous animal welfare organizations around the world. His unwavering



compassion and dedication to the cause of animal rights inspired
generations of activists and advocates to fight for the protection of all
creatures great and small.
A Detailed Biography of Henry Bergh

To learn more about the fascinating life and work of Henry Bergh, consider
reading the following biographies:

Henry Bergh: Crusader for Animals by Sally Bedell Smith

The Man Who Loved Animals: The Life of Henry Bergh, Founder of the
ASPCA by Michael Pollan

Visit the ASPCA

If you are interested in learning more about the American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) or supporting their work, please
visit their website at www.aspca.org.
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