
Matatu: A History of Popular Transportation in
Nairobi
Matatus are a ubiquitous part of the Nairobi landscape. These colorful and
often elaborately decorated minibuses are a vital mode of transportation for
the city's residents, providing a convenient and affordable way to get
around. But matatus are more than just a means of getting from point A to
point B. They are also a reflection of Kenyan culture and society, and their
history is intertwined with the history of Nairobi itself.
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The Origins of Matatus

The first matatus appeared in Nairobi in the early 1960s. At that time, the
city's public transportation system was inadequate, and many people relied
on taxis to get around. However, taxis were expensive, and so a group of
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enterprising individuals began to operate small, privately-owned minibuses
that offered a more affordable alternative.

These early matatus were often old and dilapidated, and they were not
subject to any regulations. As a result, they were often involved in
accidents. However, they were also popular with the public, and the
number of matatus on the road grew rapidly.

The Evolution of Matatus

In the 1970s, the Kenyan government began to regulate the matatu
industry. The government introduced new safety standards and required
matatu operators to obtain licenses. The government also designated
specific routes for matatus, and it set fares.

These regulations helped to improve the safety and reliability of matatus.
However, they also led to an increase in the cost of operating a matatu. As
a result, many matatu operators began to compete for customers by
offering lower fares and more comfortable rides.

In the 1980s, matatus began to take on a more distinctive appearance.
Matatu operators began to paint their vehicles in bright colors and to
decorate them with elaborate artwork. They also began to install sound
systems, and they played loud music to attract customers.

The 1990s saw the continued growth of the matatu industry. Matatu
operators began to form associations, and they lobbied the government for
better working conditions and more favorable regulations.

Matatus Today



Today, matatus are an essential part of Nairobi's transportation system.
They provide a convenient and affordable way to get around the city, and
they are a reflection of Kenyan culture and society.

Matatus are often decorated with colorful artwork and loud music. They are
also a popular place to socialize, and passengers often strike up
conversations with each other.

Matatus are not without their problems. They are often involved in
accidents, and they can be a source of noise and pollution. However, they
are also a vital part of Nairobi's life, and they are unlikely to disappear
anytime soon.

Matatus are a unique and important part of Nairobi's culture and society.
They provide a convenient and affordable way to get around the city, and
they are a reflection of the Kenyan people.

The history of matatus is long and complex, but it is a history that is still
being written. As Nairobi continues to grow and change, so too will its
matatus.

Matatu: A History of Popular Transportation in Nairobi
by Kenda Mutongi

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3668 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 360 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkIrM0xGekpvXC82R05KTnIyNFlWOFlYQnNwQkJITzRoamg0RTVwVlM3OVAwQWlzcTJsaDZiUmN3dEJUZGZWbGtrcFhDYzFwSmhVUTA0em9aY1BSY2krd3FwcXIzaTVKWko0NGtkcnFJVFE5ekk5N0tabm5GenVibGN2UG5DMXNSSDVFZ3UwcHhGKzBhUTM3MjU1N0pwNStqWkd2SDV2M21qWEd0QytnZW9TMFJ3UWEraGZIY2plRnp4YkxiM0hmWkUiLCJpdiI6ImZlZmIxMjE2ODU5YTg2OTRiMTczMjkxMDNiY2M0YjNlIiwicyI6IjUxNzBmMGVjYjUxNGMwMzcifQ%3D%3D
https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImFtWmN5M1JWSTNtQ0h4NlJydzZOVDRcL2h4V3h1OUhYcnhQTzVcL0pHR1h3U3lqQ3hoUkhpR3Y4ak1HT0MxbDlCaWZ4dVNTWCtibzNzUlBEUTBCNnI5VXY1QXVZT3huN0hSTjZtS2VFd3NKNGthR2dSMnFycjNcL3hpMndhczRMbEVTMWtiR2pIdTVYM0xKWFkrT3pMN1g5VEJaUHJFMnZ2YXlHUjRITE5EQlwvVVkxVElWRG5zS2hGS3BtV09pVmNGd3ciLCJpdiI6IjU0NWE5ZGQyZDBjODFiMDk3YWU1NGEwOTI0Y2Q3ODgwIiwicyI6Ijg1MjAxZGZlY2FmNjAyZTAifQ%3D%3D


Fearless Painting for True Beginners: Learn to
Create Vibrant Canvas Art
Unlock the Joy of Artistic Expression Embark on a transformative journey
into the world of painting with our comprehensive guide, 'Fearless
Painting...

Proven 12-Step Program for Financial Peace of
Mind: Debt-Free, Debt-Free, Debt-Free
Are you struggling with debt? If you're like millions of Americans, you're
probably struggling with debt. You may be feeling overwhelmed and
stressed...

FREE

https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/full/e-book/file/Fearless%20Painting%20for%20True%20Beginners%20Learn%20to%20Create%20Vibrant%20Canvas%20Art.pdf
https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/full/e-book/file/Fearless%20Painting%20for%20True%20Beginners%20Learn%20to%20Create%20Vibrant%20Canvas%20Art.pdf
https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/full/e-book/file/Proven%2012%20Step%20Program%20for%20Financial%20Peace%20of%20Mind%20Debt%20Free%20Debt%20Free%20Debt%20Free.pdf
https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/full/e-book/file/Proven%2012%20Step%20Program%20for%20Financial%20Peace%20of%20Mind%20Debt%20Free%20Debt%20Free%20Debt%20Free.pdf
https://encyclopedia.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IitvaGp1UUVBaXpsYm1lNkh2d3B3WGZtNUs4eEIzZ2xDaGNkR090amxVd0lrYkhQM2oxYk80eWdCdllxNGlrY2NrYmo5TndvbW40UWxUVVlMSlo0WGJMZmpNV2NpUEVXOVZjaXN3c095RTluT1JvWXpEZ09lRXRjdzhwZGx5UkY0KytcL2E0WDZPcVQrb3F2MlJ2azMreVwvRm84dnhvXC8xVWd5cVNHbjFTYUZnK0JkTk1PanMzdmFlTzlMOW5FMmVyYSIsIml2IjoiNWY4ZDg3YjBlYjJiNjRjN2IwNzJiNGFmMWI2YzAyMjgiLCJzIjoiMzYyMDNkYjRkMGFlYmYxZiJ9

