
Lucy Peel's Canadian Journal: A Window into
Childhood and Family Life in 19th-Century
Canada
Lucy Peel's Canadian Journal is a remarkable account of life in Upper
Canada during the 1830s. Written by a young Englishwoman who
emigrated to Canada with her husband, the journal provides a unique
glimpse into the everyday experiences of children and families in the early
days of British settlement.
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Peel's journal is particularly valuable for its insights into childrearing
practices. At a time when there were few formal guidelines on how to raise
children, Peel's detailed observations offer a貴重な resource for historians
and parents alike.
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Peel was a firm believer in the importance of discipline. She believed that
children should be taught to obey their parents and to respect authority.
However, she also recognized the importance of love and affection. She
wrote, "I think it is a great mistake to suppose that children cannot be
governed without severity. I believe that kindness and firmness are the best
means of securing their obedience."

Peel's journal also provides a fascinating look at the education of children
in early Canada. At a time when there were few schools, most children
were educated at home by their parents or by private tutors. Peel's journal
reveals the challenges and rewards of home education.

Peel was a dedicated teacher who took great pride in her children's
progress. She wrote, "I am very anxious that my children should be well
educated. I believe that education is the best inheritance that I can give
them."

In addition to her insights into childrearing and education, Peel's journal
also provides a valuable glimpse into the everyday life of a family in early
Canada. She writes about the challenges of running a household, the
importance of community, and the joys and sorrows of family life.

Lucy Peel's Canadian Journal is a rich and rewarding read. It is a valuable
resource for anyone interested in the history of childhood, family, or
education in Canada. It is also a heartwarming and inspiring account of a
woman who dedicated her life to her family and her community.
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