
Emily Mann: Rebel Artist of the American
Theater
Emily Mann is one of the most important and influential playwrights and
directors in American theater today. Her work is characterized by its
fearless exploration of social and political issues, its innovative use of form,
and its deep humanity. Mann has won numerous awards for her work,
including the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the Tony Award for Best Play. In
this article, we will take a closer look at Mann's life and work, and explore
the ways in which she has challenged and redefined the American theater.
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Early Life and Career

Emily Mann was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1952. She began her
career in the theater as an actress, but soon turned to writing and directing.
Her first play, Annulla, an Autobiography, was produced in 1977. The play
was a critical and commercial success, and it established Mann as a major
new voice in the American theater.
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In the years that followed, Mann continued to write and direct plays that
explored social and political issues. Her plays often dealt with topics such
as racism, sexism, homophobia, and immigration. Mann's work was often
controversial, but it was also praised for its honesty, its compassion, and its
ability to provoke thought and discussion.

Major Works

Some of Mann's most notable works include:

Execution of Justice (1985): This play tells the story of the trial of Dan
White, a former San Francisco supervisor who assassinated Mayor
George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk. The play won the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama.

Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters' First 100 Years (1995): This play
is based on the lives of Sadie and Bessie Delany, two African-
American sisters who lived to be over 100 years old. The play won the
Tony Award for Best Play.

Gloria: A Life (2000): This play tells the story of Gloria Steinem, a
feminist icon and journalist. The play was nominated for the Tony
Award for Best Play.

Admissions (2018): This play tells the story of a white family who is
confronted with the issue of race when their son applies to an Ivy
League university. The play was nominated for the Tony Award for Best
Play.

Artistic Style



Mann's work is characterized by its fearless exploration of social and
political issues. She is not afraid to tackle difficult subjects, and she often
does so in a way that is both provocative and compassionate. Mann's work
is also known for its innovative use of form. She often experiments with
different theatrical techniques, and she is always willing to take risks. As a
result, Mann's work is often unique and unforgettable.

Legacy

Emily Mann is one of the most important and influential playwrights and
directors in American theater today. Her work has challenged and redefined
the American theater, and it has inspired countless other artists. Mann is a
true pioneer, and her work will continue to be celebrated for years to come.

Emily Mann is a rebel artist who has spent her career challenging the
status quo and pushing the boundaries of the American theater. Her work is
essential viewing for anyone who wants to understand the social and
political issues of our time. Mann is a powerful voice for justice and
equality, and her work has the power to change the world.
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