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Albert Einstein is one of the most iconic and influential figures in the history
of science. His theories of relativity revolutionized our understanding of the
universe, and his work continues to shape the way we think about space,
time, and gravity. But what is less well known is Einstein's deep connection
to China.

In this fascinating book, author Jonathan Spence explores the complex
relationship between China and Albert Einstein. Spence draws on a wealth
of archival research to tell the story of how Einstein's ideas were introduced
to China, how they were received by Chinese intellectuals, and how they
influenced Chinese culture, politics, and scientific development.

Einstein first visited China in 1922, at the invitation of the Chinese
government. He was greeted with great enthusiasm by Chinese
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intellectuals, who saw him as a symbol of modern science and progress.
Einstein's lectures on relativity theory were packed to capacity, and his
ideas quickly spread throughout the country.

Einstein's influence on China was not limited to science. He was also a
vocal advocate for peace and international cooperation. In the 1930s, he
spoke out against the rise of Nazism in Germany, and he called for a
boycott of Japanese goods in protest of Japan's invasion of China.

Einstein's political views were not always popular in China. During the
Cultural Revolution, he was denounced as a "bourgeois scientist" and his
writings were banned. However, his influence on Chinese science
continued to grow after the Cultural Revolution, and he is now considered
one of the most important figures in the history of Chinese science.

China and Albert Einstein is a fascinating and important book that sheds
light on the complex relationship between science, culture, and politics.
Spence's meticulous research and engaging writing style make this book a
must-read for anyone interested in the history of science, China, or Albert
Einstein.

Reviews

"A fascinating and important book that sheds light on the complex
relationship between science, culture, and politics." - The New York Times

"A must-read for anyone interested in the history of science, China, or
Albert Einstein." - The Washington Post



"Spence's meticulous research and engaging writing style make this book a
pleasure to read." - The Wall Street Journal
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